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TEN YEARS OF TUESDAYS

Dedicated to everyone who ever played with us,taridlan Schultz, who had the vision
and the perseverance to make it all happen.

In the words of Dan Schultz:

“The Old Dam Community Band was founded on
February 29, 2000 by four people: Dan and Terri
Schultz, who posted advertising on radio statio3 @8d
had flyers placed in store windows of several Nengbu
merchants, Larry May, and Tunis McElwain. We didn’t
play at that first meeting but decided to spreadviord
and return the following Tuesday.”

“On the following Tuesday, MarcH"7five people
attended... Larry May, Tunis McElwain, Jeff Westfall,
who heard an announcement on the radio, Terri and
myself. | had invited Michelle Brutlag of the Exsmile Courier and she came to do a
feature article about the effort to organize thedb&he also brought a photographer. After
about a half hour of talk, the four of us, myseHyry May, Tunis McElwain, and Jeff
Westfall, floundered through some Dixieland musihjle Michelle interviewed Terri.
Those first tunes were played from a booklet oetucalled “Dixieland Beat”... a book
that the Little Old Dam Band still uses todaydilin’t sound too bad considering we had
not played together before.”

Michelle did a wonderful article that appearedia Courier on March 13... complete with
pictures.

At the next meeting on March $4we had seventeen players, some of whom had dot ha
their instruments out in over 30 years. Jeff \Wdishtssumed the role of conductor and we
played for over two hours.
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building where we met for 8 years, ”Is this whdre Old Dam band is?” The name stuck,

even if Tunis didn’t. Tunis played with us onlyeav times before being transferred in his

work. That first year was exciting, as more araterband members came and went, and
we found ourselves very much in the public eye. Bard has been there ever since.

The Beginning

The idea for the Old Dam Community Band becamesarglin Dan’s eye before
Christmas of 1997. Dan and | were strolling arowakshington Square Mall in Evansville
when we came across Tuba Christmas, an ensemlole bfass playing Holiday music.
Dan loved it!  He told me then for the first tirtieat he had played tuba from his fourth
grade year at Delaware School all the way througlyéars in the Navy. | asked him then
why he didn’t play any more. So he bought a tulhthen couldn’t find anyone to play
with. A boy with a new toy and no one to play witi©nly Dan could have found the
answer so uniquely.

We weren’t even married yet then, just mindlessngppeople madly in love (1) | was
living in Ft. Branch still raising my kids, but Davas already involved in Newburgh town
interests and living in the house that he had lamitt that we still live in today. He
remembers asking Lou Dennis, the President of Hesto
Newburgh Inc., if she knew anyone playing in sown of
community band. She told him about Bill Haas,eadurgh
resident who played tuba with Germania Mannechor in
Evansville. Bill and his wife Cookie invited Damd me over
one Sunday afternoon. Bill took one look at the ,dbeat-up <
tuba that Dan had bought, and offered him use efrenhad. He
also invited him to go play with the Rhine ValleyaBs at
Germania on Fulton Avenue on Friday night. Danlgse lip
back in a hurry! Incidentally, that old tuba endgxdas a fountain
in a fish pond we had a few years later. Dan gi#/s with the
Rhine Valley Brass.... and Bill ended up in the OlahD
Community Band.

We were married in Feb. 1998. That summer Daneplayith the Warrick County Band,
a group of musicians composed mostly of band direéh the area, that got together for 3
concerts in the summers. They rehearsed onei@®,tthen played a concert in
Boonville, one in Chandler, and one in Newburgtthink Dan got hooked that summer.
But then autumn came and there was no band again.

By Fall of 1999, he was ready for a permanent baBd, in typical Dan fashion, he

thought it out, and did something about it. Fafsall, he talked to John Whittenbraker, of
the Warrick Band, and got some advice and direatiowhere to go and what to do. He
ran an ad in the Evansville Courier looking for nieems for a new band. And in October
of that year we had a band of sorts in our liviogm! At least it was a noisy bunch. Judi



Hardesty showed up with her flute, our very firahd member. (She still comes
occasionally to sit in with the Band). We also Ihad trumpet players from USI looking
for a rock group, and a bass guitarist just legyminplay who was thrilled to see some guy
with a washboard come in. We had the makingscoluatry band, but not exactly what we
had in mind. Where, exactly, did a tuba and a ghape fit in all this?

So we started over, learning a bit in the processibhow to advertise for a “band.” This
time we mentioned brass and woodwind and percussidrialked more about a
community band. And that is what led to Febru8y2000.... the day The Old Dam
Community Band was founded.

John Powell

| would like to recognize the enormous, but congiiet
unspoken, contributions through these years fromm Jo
Powell, our Band Historian, a tubist from the eDIRCB
N oy g days and the banjo player for all these yearsen_tbDB.
Q \ John has kept an on-line journal of all the giggqrened for
= f all these years by the entire organization, anthomt it,
none of us could remember all that we have dohehn is a
qguiet man who has given us all these memories] Hrahk
him.

In thel880s and 1890s community bands numberditenhs of thousands in the United
States. Concerts in the park were as popularckscancerts are today. The earliest
community bands were associated with the militaxy evolved into business and
community bands. By the beginning of théhmntury, many towns had a band... in fact,
there were over 10,000 bands. Bands were impdidagtvic pride and town “bragging
rights”. They were a major source of entertainmdfien job applicants were asked what
instrument they played. Bands were flashy and .louftequently dressed in colorful
military style uniforms. The popularity of communhands peaked around 1910, when
there were about 18,000 groups in the US.

Old pictures of the Newburgh Community Band of 18h0@w 15 named members. They
are dressed in uniforms and hats, holding thetrunsents. The picture shows drums,
trumpets, saxophones, clarinets, trombones, anduias.



Kuebler Gardens in Newburgh, now the Favre House the Newburgh Community Park
and pool, was a private home of well to do peoghe wponsored their own band in the
1920s through, maybe, the 1940s. But Newburgh naost of the country had no public
bands during this era. Bands were confined to datfolren, college bands, and
professional dance bands.

Community Bands are making a comeback in the UrStates now, with well over 1200
bands. A web page lists 38 community bands inaimain 2009. The Old Dam
Community Band, alone, is responsible at leastéutly for two other bands in the area...



the Owensboro Community Band, founded by Hugh VKeitaf Old Dam Community
Band fame, and the Spencer County Community bauthded by Jon and Tina Patton.

In 1928, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers builbekland dam at Newburgh. This system
served well as part of the program to keep the reeigable through periods of dry
weather. Late in the decade of the 1960s, a nenwdas built just upstream from the old
one. When the old dam was removed, the contrddliingi and houses were given to the
Town of Newburgh. When Dan Schultz founded the momity band, it rehearsed in the
control building. The rest is history still beintade.

The First Year... 2000

The first year that the band existed was excitimgj lausy. It had been decided at the very
first, and Dan had always insisted, that the baadtravery week, and Tuesday has always
been rehearsal night. By April”‘]‘.,&here were 32 musicians rehearsing at the Old Dam
building and by May 2D we had our first concert. ApproEriater, it wasdiowntown
Newburgh for Historic Newburgh’s garden tour. Ony\2x" the band played for the first
of what would be ten years of Memorial Day serviaeRose Hill Cemetery. By Jund®7
the history notes that the band had its best rehkaver and more concerts followed on
Junef' at Camp Brosend followed by the first of many JilyNewburgh fireworks
concerts.

Band members present at those early concerts iedtllieff Westfall, the first director. All
of us who remember those days remember Jeff andwagor German marches, which we
played exclusively for a short time. About thimé, a smaller, more portable version of
the big band was formed which was informally calleel Water Street Brass Band. This
smaller band was led by Jeff, and its 6 to16 masgstuck to German polkas, waltzes and
military marches. That little band played at tegigs that summer, mostly in Evansville
at its Saturday markets and even for Otters balsghiedes. Musicians who played with
that group included Larry May, Tom Rusche, Dave BmErank Book, Tina Wedding
(Patton), Jim Sermerscheim, Jon Patton, Mel StgWweayne Jones, Bill Haas, Dan
Schultz, and Dave King on drums. Many times Daifdfdrought the whole Rhine
Valley Brass to help out and they oomph-pahed tnafs they could. The Water Street
Brass Band eventually morphed into the Little OhbBand and turned into a Dixieland
band, which it still is today.

Jeff Westfall

Jeff received his degree in music education fromwith his
specialty in trombone. He played in army band€ansas and
Germany, where he obtained a good working knowleddlee
German language which he uses well at Germania &tahar in
the men’s choir and in the Ratskeller band. Jie#foted the
Bloomington Brass Band in 1990 and a Circus Banthie Gentry
Bros Circus, which originated the dog and pony sheeen at
circuses today. He now plays baritone and tubla én at




Germania and with the Red Bank ReUnion Band, whiehs him a wonderful outlet for
his interest in Civil War Reenactments and CivillWgemorabilia.

Jeff remembers the tiny band we were then, anddiffiwult it was to find music to play.
And, of course, how loud we sounded anyway in thekLand Dam building! He is back
with us, now, playing tuba in the back row, amaatetow far we’ve come.

Above is an image of the first"4f July concert we played in Newburgh. Jeff is
conducting. Other members present are: Front Ribavinets - Tom Rusche, Dave Emery
(behind the conductor, Jeff Westfall), Frank BoAkhley Cooper, and Tina Wedding &
Carmen. Second Row: Saxophones - Bryant TayldiTanri Schultz. F horn - Bill
Smith: Trumpets - Jim Sermersheim, Larry May andBatton. Third Row: Drums - Ben
Rice, Dave King, Ray Smith. Trombones - Jack Hamp¥Wayne Fiester, & Tim Long
Tubas - Bill Haas, John Wittenbraker, John Powedl Ban Schultz

ODCB members present and accounted for another @amcert, a patriotic bash hosted
by Camp Brosend, a youth camp in Newburgh, includiegh Whittaker and Jim Sutter on
baritone: Tom Rusche, Frank Book, Ashley CoopanéEmery, and Tina Wedding on
clarinet: Bill Fox on French horn: Dave King, Bert®and Ray Smith on drums: Wayne
Fiester, Jack Hampton, and Tim Long on trombonau@ia Huffman on flute: Bryant
Taylor and Terri Schultz on sax: Larry May, Jimi8ersheim, Rick Huffman, and Jon
Patton on trumpet: and Bill Haas, John Powell, @ad Schultz on tuba. Many of these
early members are still with us today, either ia tegular band or in the Little Old Dam
Band. Sadly, Claudia Huffman and Bill Haas hawediAll of these, and other, early
members remain our friends, and many continuet io svith us when they can.

Those of us who remember those first early dayisarband will never forget a few events.
One memorable rehearsal was held in what was Heedaycee clubhouse, one of the
houses on top of the hill across from the old L&dRam Building. Twenty members
showed up that May evening and we overflowed ouherporch, putting the percussion
section, Ray Smith and Dave King, out there to $was and try to keep the motion sensor
lights on. Another event, the big Newburgh fireksyrfound Shorty Smith, Ray Smith’s
little dog who accompanied him everywhere, liftimg leg on a lady in our audience. We
know that Shorty loved Ray, but we aren’t sureiked the drums much. Every time that
Ray would hit the cymbal, Shorty would start bagkip. By the end of the rehearsal, that



little dog would have backed his way outside! Wehad other dogs through the years,
like Jona Witherspoon’s Daisy and, of course, KikKMike and MaryAnn Decker’s little
pooch, who faithfully wears her ODCB sweater whiea somes with them to events.

On July &', Dan addressed members of the Newburgh Parks Biarat waiving the
rental fee on the Old Lock and Dam Building. ThekBd&oard voted unanimously to
allow us to use the building on Tuesday nights &eeharge. We did for over 8 years
before moving on.

-t
-
=

| H'I'HI'IIIIHI H 1|[ ‘I

I
| ‘||i‘
i ] i |||I il Gl

iu;i u o .mkw- f
R"I“M\ | | ‘[H{l}‘!' e l.“ it

Band members were treated to many beautiful sunsetsthe Ohio River through the
years, as well as a few rip-roaring thunderstoivis.played in barely-air conditioned 90
degree evenings, as well as bitterly cold wintghts. We sweated and shivered through a
lot of music in that concrete and brick box, andhaee always thanked the town for letting
us play there by entertaining them whenever we can.
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On August 22, 2000, Jon Patton and Hugh Whittad@k home the conductor scores of
some new music Dan had acquired and agreed ta tieesecond hour of rehearsal the
next week. Much of the early music that has cbatgd to our huge library was acquired
at that time when Dan bought a store full of oldres from Schuttler Music when they
closed their doors. Larry May, a retired ban@clior and, at that time, still principal at an
Evansville school, donated his library of old bandes to us and much of our music still
has “Rochester School Band” stamped on it. Wekthiaait school system for its quiet
contribution to a southern Indiana community baMtny, many pieces of music were
donated by many different band members througly¢hes, and it has all added to the



wealth of enjoyment we’ve all squealed and squavdgdf it. Most of the time, it all
ended up sounding somewhat like it was supposetM®always strive to improve. The
Old Dam Community Band now boasts a library of @0 titles.

By October 22, the band had organized itself, WitHaws enacted and officers elected.
Dan Schultz was elected chairman, a post he haskepe years of the band’s existence.
The first Board of Directors consisted of Dan, Fawith, vice-chairman, Tina Wedding,
Secretary-treasurer, Larry May, Jon Patton andSeEmmersheim. By Nov. 2000 the band
had its tax exempt status as a 501(3)c group. ¥re wfficial.

Before that first year was out, the new Old Dam @uamity Band had played officially 11
times in Newburgh and the surrounding areas. \&geol indoors at nursing homes and
churches, and outdoors in all sorts of weathealigorts of events. We played patriotic
tunes at the®of July in Newburgh and at Rose Hill Cemetery oenMbrial Day. We
welcomed the cyclists at the end of the Great Pumidletric at the 4H center in
Evansville in October and played in Garvin Parléstistand in September. December
found us on the streets of Newburgh entertainiragpphrs for the town’s Silver Bells
Christmas festivities for the first of what woulddmme an annual event for us. We had
discovered a place for ourselves as well as a ger@nd the Newburgh area had
discovered us.

2001

The new year started for the band on February hwe helped
Ted Gore celebrate his B®irthday. Ted had joined the band
during the first year as a percussionist and woulag his wife,
Rachelle, with him as a groupie until we all talkest into
helping us by banging on the big bass drum. TetRachelle
were the second couple, after Dan and me, to pigsther in the
band. Through the years, we have given many ethfalks

= something new to do together on Tuesday nightshaxd
sometimes seen a parent bring his or her kids amptay, too. In those early years,
Carmen Wedding often came with Tina to rehearsadsperformances, and the little girl
and Shorty, Ray Smith’s dog, entertained the ana#ie as much as we did.

Pictures of the band in 2001 show us
wearing white, Greek fisherman caps

y with the band logo on the front, or straw
boaters and white shirts for performances.
i The picture to the left was taken on the
same steps as the image of 100 years ago
that’s noted earlier in this book. Tina
Wedding had helped Dan make red and
white striped vests for everybody and my
daughter-in-law, Sherri Dewig, a graphic
designer, had come up with the idea of a




riverboat at the bottom of water falling over a
dam for The Band’s logo. Her sketch turned into
a beautiful embroidered logo with a lot of work
on Dan’s part. It still appears on all our wearable
and official gear.

All but two of our performances that year were aatd and we played everywhere. We
played for events for Newburgh and for two blockties for neighbors close by. We
played for Evansville’s Tour de Bloom Walking angding Tour and for Owensboro’s
‘Friday after Five’. We helped the Silver Classiasmall group of musicians led by Beau
Miley, at the Haubstadt Sommerfest in Gibson CpuiWe played for three church
socials and the first Newburgh Jazz Festival. aMertained a huge group of Airstream
Campers at Scales Lake in Boonville. And we hetlpe Evansville Nut Club with their
Santa Days in that drafty, cold tent on Franklire8&t where we have returned every year
since.

A program for the Julyconcert on Newburgh's riverfront lists the followi music:

Star Spangled Banner
Washington Post March
Music Man

The Thunderer

Down by the Riverside
You're a Grand Old Flag
Amber Waves of Grain
Colonel Bogey

Liberty Bell March
Armed Forces Salute
Sempre Fidelis

El Capitan

1812 Overture

Stars and Stripes Forever
Jon Patton , conducting.

That program also asked the public for help in
purchasing a portable band shell, which we did
acquire soon after that. This is a big, white
canvas bird-like awning that soars above the
band and provides a bit of shade and protection
' on a hot afternoon. We used it many times on
the riverfront and it is still available for

outdoor events.
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Articles in the Evansville Courier that year prefllitwo ODCB members. Jim
Sermersheim, trumpet, was featured on Septemblnadt a tribute for his many-year
tradition of giving doughnuts to the residents afiew Nursing Home on Evansville’s
west side. He and his wife are shown on OctoBeetting out the American Flag that
they fly daily at their
business.

Jim has been a faithful
ODCB member and is the
trumpet in the Little Old
Dam Band. He showed up
early in our history, and was
the first of many surprises
for Dan. Jim and Dan had
known each other for 20
years as fellow Corvette
enthusiasts, but neither
knew the other was a
musician. Carolyn pointed
out a newspaper article
about The Old Dam
Community Band to Jim and questioned “is that oan 3chultz”?

When Jim showed up for a rehearsal, both he andia2ae dumbfounded to see the other.
Jim and his wife, Caroline, accompanied the Lild Dam Band several years later to
England to play in Newburgh, Lancestershire, andiliealways be fondly remembered
for providing the rest of us with a lot of amusemnéuring that trip! Most of us had never
flown overseas before, at least not commerciafig, #m had brought some sleeping pills
with him to help him get some rest on the fligRegrettably, and after several Bloody
Mary’s also taken to help him sleep, they finatipk effect about a half hour before
landing. We had to have help unloading a very gyagan off the plane and onto a train
for our connection to Wigan, England. When tlantstopped, we shoved the
still-snoring Jim into the nearest taxi to takenhio our hotel so he could sleep it all off.

On another trip, this time to Germany with the Rhifalley Brass, Jim ended up in the
wrong restroom after assuming “Damen” must meae flen”. Makes sense to me! But,
unfortunately, it didn’t to the two women who caswiealing out after he made his
entrance into the ladies room at that restauraiih can always be counted on to provide a
lot of good-natured fun when we go anywhere! tiepdays regularly with the Little Old
Dam Band, and has recently returned to play agéamtive ODCB. In late 2010 Jim had
open heart surgery and mid-2011 was still recupggah a nursing home. We miss him.

Another article in 2001 featured Wayne FiestetsrDossier column. It lists his
membership in the ODCB right up there with his ggbmarketing manager for Pioneer
Plastics. Wayne and his wife, Nance, are anathtétre couples who have played in the
band with us since the beginning. Although Wayreplayed his trombone in high school
and in the Purdue Marching band during his yeaetthe had not picked it up again until
2000 when he saw that first article in the papeérdecided to come see what this new band
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was all about. Since he graduated from Purdu®@9, that means he hadn’t played in
over 30 years! He and a lot of others!

The ODCB has always welcomed anyone to come pldyws. We have never had
tryouts. An awful lot of us hadn’t played sincglhischool, and, for too many of us to
count, that was a long time ago. Dan hadn’t sekrba since his Navy days in the late
60’s. | hadn’t thought of my old sax since 1968m Sermersheim had played
professionally in dance bands 30 years and morghagdadn’t played again until 2000.
Many, many more of our members to come hadn’t thbabout it for that many years, or
more. But a few of our players are young, sonikigtmiddle school, or high school, or
college. Some have played professionally in@flssof venues. Some have learned
because they want to play in the ODCB.

Nance Fiester decided in 2005 that she was tirsgmding Wayne off to play all the time,
leaving her home alone. So she took it upon eyHeo take percussion lessons and has
mastered the snare as well as the bells. RadBelle has learned to play the bass drum
and bangs away on that big boy every week. Idéetearly on that | wanted to play, too,
and dug my mom’s old C melody sax out of my sistattic so | could. I'm still learning,
but | sure play better than | ever did in high ssihoRay Koch has taken lessons on the
French horn so he can join his wife Mary Ann argskiAlex and Andrew, in the band.
Mike Decker took the trumpet up again so he coaild his wife, Mary Ann... who plays
clarinet with The Band. Mike Filipi taught himsedf play tenor sax because he wanted a
change from his trumpet. Geniece Snow is leartorglay French horn because she can
no longer play her beloved flute. We are so prdual®f us. It is obviously never too late
to learn to play a musical instrument and conteldota community band.

old
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We Play For Food!

2002 started off with the Little Old Dam Band
playing for the old folks in downtown
Evansville’s McCurdy hotel, which had
become a residential center for senior citizens.
By this time, the Little Old Dam Band had
evolved into a full-fledged Dixieland group
which played everywhere. A picture from the
McCurdy hotel shows Dave Emery, Frank

* Book, and Tina Wedding on clarinet, Bryant

“ Taylor on tenor sax, Wayne Fiester on

! trombone, Jim Sermersheim on trumpet, Hugh
Whltaker on bantone Dan Schultz and Bill Haadura, John Powell on banjo and Ted
Gore on drum set. This group, which gained andddew members through the years, has
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played literally hundreds of gigs and has contedummensely to the popularity, and
notoriety, of the Old Dam Community Band in general

/ —— The Little Old Dam Band has played
— when the Delta Queen riverboat
docked at Newburgh, as well as on the
Chattanooga Star, where Hugh
Whittaker became an instant star
~ himself with the Red Hat Society
‘4@ ladies who had booked the boat.
Hugh has been the band’s vaudeville
act since the beginning, entertaining
at the literal drop of a hat. He kept
himself busy on the little Chattanooga
Star teaching the ladies to dance the
“Ballin’ the Jack”. Dan always has

; said he thought those little old ladies
would have liked to have taken Hugh home for brastkf

g That little Dixieland group has entertained at
birthday parties and anniversaries, at church
socials and farm markets, at every nursing home
in the tri-state, at bike rallies and Newburgh
town events, and every year at Evansville’s
Really Big Show at the Centre. Their presence is
remarkable and thorough, and the band is well
known for performing anytime anyone asks. But
the absolute best time the Little Old Dam Band
ever had was when it was invited to play in
Newburgh, England.

Newburgh, England, a little village of 650
located just south of Manchester and east of
Liverpool, is the sister city of Newburgh,

~ THE PATRIOTIC PACK: Members of

Newburgh's Old Dam Community Band including ; . ;
(left to right) Dan Schultz, John Powell, lim Indiana. In 2005, the little village celebrated th

Sermersheim, Ted Gore, Wayne Fiester and Frank 700" anniversary of its charter as a market town
Book, show their community pride and patriotism| in Lancestershire. Newburgh, Indiana, has
while visiting the sister city of Newburgh. hosted, through the years, many members of

england. Newburgh, England’s town council, and has had

a wonderful, social relationship with the littleato, which extended to the Little Old Dam
Band being invited to participate in the festivstia 2005. Talk about an exciting vacation!

Six members of The Little Old Dam Band were ablentike the trip across the pond. Jon
and Tina Patton were unable to go at the last rajriutt Ted and Rachelle Gore, John and
Frances Powell, Jim and Caroline Sermersheim, Whkigster, Frank Book, and Dan and
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| had a wonderful time on our first-ever trip tommyeold England. We traveled together by
plane out of Evansville to Manchester, took thentta Wigan, and were met by our
wonderful hosts from Newburgh. We stayed at varioomes in that beautiful little village
or at the Red Lion Inn, and were welcomed like Aigger royalty.

The band played in the town post
office courtyard and at the
British Legion Club in McGull,
when the guys got to sit in with
the Chicago Teddy Bears, which,
believe it or not, is a popular
British Dixieland band! The

visit topped out when the band
led the town parade, playing

| Washington Post March and
Back Home Again in Indiana for
| the folks of Newburgh, England.

‘The Boys’ rode on a utility trailer
decorated with both US and
English flags. Have you ever
played “The Thunderer” while
bumping along a cobblestone
Street?

Rachelle, Frances, Caroline
and | danced alongside the
parade float with Mardi
Gras parasols, throwing
New Orleans style beads to
the crowds. Also pictured
on the left in the picture is
Shirley Porter... wife of
Newburgh (UK) council
president. I'm sure the nice
- English folks thought we

. 1 B were hilarious, but they
seemed to enjoy us as much as we did them. Tkatreywe all dressed in costume for the
medieval ball and turned into ladies and knightsnks and jesters. What a memorable
trip!

Most of us stayed on in England for another weekng ourselves plenty of time to see
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the beautiful English countryside. We travelediterpool for the Beatles Tour especially
for Ted, who is a huge Beatles fan, and saw Pemamg land the Grotto and the homes
where Paul and Ringo, John and George grew uprawdgreat. We took the train to York
and to Chester, and walked the walls of those Raimans. Later Dan and | went on to
London and Stratford upon Avon, and the Gores awdels visited Canterbury and
London. We took only public transportation, indhglthat country’s wonderful train
system, and we all agreed that the good old USAdaage some good railroads again.

The guys had time while in Newburgh to see somdi&ngricket, and, if you must, ask
Dan all about that strange game! While they dad,tsome of the local ladies whisked off
the rest of us to see their wonderful old homersd Ado mean old. Some of those houses
dated back to the 1500s, and were wonderfully raaiatl, stone cottages with two foot
thick walls. The whole town was beautiful with gtors typically English gardens in full
bloom. As you can surely gather, we had a wond&rfl

The Little Old Dam Band has brought more contritgi to the band as a whole than most
people realize. Although never charging for a penfance, (in fact, their motto is “we
play for food”), the Dixieland group has always begad to accept donations that it gives
in full to The Old Dam Community Band. The guyshis group have aged gracefully
together, and today the LODB consists of Dan SzhMtayne Fiester, Ted Gore, Jim
Sermersheim, John Powell, Frank Book, and Carl Zégrman. Through the years, many
others have joined in to play for one gig or maamnyd today Mary Ann Decker plays her
clarinet with the boys. Joe Harbert has contribliisdrumpet sounds since late 2010 when
Jim could no longer play... and Dave Guilliam gl&wanjo. Hugh Whitaker plays when he
can, but Bill Haas has gone on to play with thaagDixieland band in heaven. Bill's
sudden death in 2007 left a hole that has nevar fiésd.

Bill Haas

‘ -’-" Bill was ushered out with the first Dixieland fuaéim
(5 = T Newburgh. His tuba was beside his casket and gtyechair
Nl

.

held his straw boater hat. The band played imbigr many of
- / their popular tunes, including “When the Saints edvtarching
in”, at the funeral home. | hope we all can gbwith such flair
and that we are all missed so much. Thank ydy,fBi many
good years.
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Hugh Whittaker

Of all the people who have ever been in the OD@Byme but
Dan quite has my heart like Hugh. Hugh has beémnweg
since the very beginnings of the band and wheraheetl into
the old dam building he brought joy with him.

Hugh was born in 1925 on the southern Vaudevileud, and
his first crib was a band box. His dad was thdilggaman, the
comedian, and the minstrel. His mother was a chgimiand

sometimes the ingénue. Hugh was placed on thamdenly
Al Jolson’s knee as a small child, dressed in bfaclk, while

the great minstrel sang “Sonny Boy” to him. Alistiabulous theatre must have been

absorbed by Hugh, the only vaudeville act mostsofiave ever seen in person.

And Hugh is a vaudeville act all his own. He wds@ted in Owensboro and graduated
from Murray State with a music education degreauaed on the Gl bill and taught in
Owensboro area schools for years. | bet he weacher no one ever forgot! When we got
to know Hugh, he was doing his own version of tingiag telegram, and his Naughty
Maudie was something to see. Ask Mike Reising,@maur resident horn players, about
old Maudie at his wife’s birthday party a few yeago! Mike says that Hugh puts the “Brr
in Burlesque”.

Hugh tells me he has always played in one bandathar, including dance bands and for
his beloved church. He founded the Owensboro CamitsgnBand with a little help from
our music library, and plays with that group evBunday afternoon and for dozens of gigs
every year. He has been a founding member ofittie DId Dam Band and contributed
his spirit and wit to hundreds of tri-state audesicas well as to us. Hugh has played
baritone with us, but trumpet was his instrumenthadice when he had his “chops.”
Entertainment has always been his real forte, atitirecently he entertained us every
Tuesday night, dancing with Sandy Rawls, and datgato the director. Have we EVER
played “Themes Like Old Times” without him yellifg/ait!” at the more-or-less
appropriate time? Hugh may have his companion exygnk now, but he still can blow
that horn, and he still can dance. If he can’t litb ws, someone always anxiously asks
“where’s Hugh?”

Hugh IS the spirit of the Old Dam Community Baiitk is what we’re all about. He is pure

and simple pleasure and it's a privilege to hawe Wwith us. Who could not be a better
person for having known this really cool old man?
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Tracy McConnell

Tracy has played flute with us since 2001 and hasys
been a vital member of the band. She served astagc
for the board for years and is personally respéad$dy
most of the grant money that the band has received
through the years. This is an enthusiastic lallg w
makes things happen!

Tracy is an environmental engineer, educated abwry
Purdue University, where she played in the Purdue
Marching Band in her spare time. Today, she pleits
us in the spare time she has with raising a faafifpster
children. We have always known how fortunate wetarhave Tracy join us with her
talent, both in music and in organization. Besidég's a lot of fun, too! Ask Tracy about
some of the times we had in the early days of dr@lbShe remembers a lot of hilarious
details that some of us will just deny!

2002

The ODCB played over 2 dozen times in this new lyealthough rehearsals continued
every Tuesday at the Lock and Dam Building underdinectorship of Jon Patton, our first
concert was on May®at the Airstream Owners Club Dinner at Scales liakoonville.
This was one of our favorite events, and certainlylargest so far, since we played for
well over 100 people who appreciated our kind osimu Tunes played then are certainly
recognizable and many are still in our folder:

Star Spangled Banner

Alley Cat

At the Hop

Armed Forces Salute
Tommy Dorsey’s Boogie Woogie
Sail Along Silvery Moon

Beer Barrel Polka
Limehouse Blues

The Stripper

Peter Gunn Theme

Gypsy

Just a Closer Walk with Thee
Sammy Davis Jr. Salute
Rock Around the Clock

Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue
Bugler's Holiday

Blast from the Past

The Music Man

White Sport Coat
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Colonel Bogey March
Stars and Stripes Forever
Jump, Jive and Wall

What a concert! And the Little Old Dam Band pldyefew tunes, too. Somehow | can’t
quite imagine doing such a long concert now, buthat time, we simply played one tune
after another, usually getting louder and fastethal time. But the crowd loved it all and
passed the hat for a great donation. Believernibrno one left early and they applauded
‘til we did one last “wail”. Higher and louder waur motto then, but we sure had a good
time. Virgil Miller and Mike Reising can tell yoabout the term “blastisimo”, which they
invented just for the ODCB! No one wanted to sifront of the trumpets!

The band played then for every event in Newburghamost every one in Evansuville, it

seemed, and for any one who asked us. We playbée &merican Legion in Newburgh,

and at the Handy Blues Festival in Henderson. &=l for the Indian Motorcycle Poker
Run at Angel Mounds and for Bill Haas’ birthday fyarThe band ushered in the “Music

Man” at Castle High School for the Warrick Countydital that July. We played outdoors
at the Pagoda on the river in Evansville, outdéara nursing home in Boonville and for a
couple of church socials.

That 4" of July, the band was surprised to find Alfred i@athe conductor of the
Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra in our audience.

He was asked to conduct “Stars and Stripes Foreaad we all sat up straight and paid
attention as he took the podium. | rememberhiéabok that piece at least twice the
tempo we were used to, and we all sweated thabwind®oth literally and figuratively! We
played from 7PM until shortly before 9PM to a niappreciative audience waiting for the
fireworks, as we have every year since for the toiidewburgh.

Christmas season found us on the streets of Newwldarg
its annual Chestnuts Roast and to serenade shdppers
Silver Bells.
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We froze another two afternoons helping the Wede Slut Club elves at Santa Land,
playing every Christmas song we had in t ;
folder. In those early years, we played ofts
and outdoors in all sorts of weather. We
thought we’d pass out from the heat A
bounced off the east side of the Lock anc
Dam Building for the fireworks concert in
July, and shivered in the snow at '
Christmas. We played every time someo
asked for us. | believe this early, consta Z
exposure allowed the band to become well =
known and appreciated for what we hav == .
always tried to be: ... an asset to our community.

“A fine band is one of the most practical of mupat assets. The spirit of the citizenry is a
matter of prime importance. Become a musicianINJTHE BAND”.
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2003

2003 had its place in Newburgh history as the ligr@mal celebration of the town’s
founding, and the Old Dam Community Band was intkhek of things. The year started
early with our first concert on January) &t the opening ceremony of the bicentennial held
in the Newburgh Presbyterian Church on the rivetdwntown Newburgh. Our concert
featured the “Ode to Newburgh” written by our coacidw, Jon Patton, with lyrics by
Wayne Fiester. Wanda Kavanaugh, a soprano witkvaasville Philharmonic Chorus
and a lifetime Newburgh resident, sang the wordtw@¥and played in the sacristy of the
church.

o, OpE To NEWBURGH

Y311
) "\u 2 Composed for the Newburgh Bi-Centennial Program January 5, 2003
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We played for everything Newburgh hosted that spde@ar. The highlight that year,
however, started when Dan received an e-mail fleerStavanger, Norway Brass Band in
March. This fabulous band was going to play atNbeth American Brass Band
Association’s (NABBA) contest in Little Rock, Arkaas, in April, and would be going
from there to Columbus, Ohio, for another concaradour of North America. They were
fishing on The Internet for a place to stay betwiertwo locations, and picked out several
possibilities to contact. Dan was the only one whmediately answered.

He contacted the Bend in the River Brass Band, hwvias at that time practicing in
Newburgh, about helping us come up with home stayd the whole thing came together
in a hurry. The 33 piece band of young adult, tesmamusicians unloaded their bus at
Castle High School on April 13and entertained the community with the most wolutier
unusual, enthusiastic concert we could have imalgifieis was high class stuff, as this
band was internationally famous for their innovativork. The ODCB and the Bend in the
River Brass Band both also played on stage at&astl felt so lucky to play on that stage
preceding that wonderful band. It even turnedtbat the Stavanger Band had just won
the international brass band competition and weght then, the best in the world!
Newburgh is listed in their program as the secamttert of their USA tour, which
included the contest in Little Rock, concerts inabus, Ohio, Grand Rapids, Michigan,
Mt. Vernon, lowa, LaPorte City, lowa, North Judsbrdiana, and Chicago.

Those of us who hosted band members got to knove s@mny intelligent, talented young
people from Norway, who were grateful to have &@le stay. Dan and | stayed up late
that night visiting with the young married coupléargrethe and Morten Tonnesen, who
stayed in our guest room, and we were so very isgacwith them. | remember that she
was a kindergarten teacher and the best flugelblagrer I've ever heard before or since.
They all spoke good English and were obviously etycated, personable ambassadors
for Norway. Only Dan, and the ODCB, could have @dlthis international event off so
quickly and so well.
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That year the Little Old Dam Band welcomed
the Delta Queen when it docked at downtown
Newburgh on one of its last cruises before it
2| was retired. What a thrill that was for all of us
* who played or watched as the passengers and
crew brought that beautiful old steamboat
alongshore for an afternoon in an old river
town. Later that summer, the little dixieland
. - group sent the LST out of Evansville on its
A summer cruise downriver. The big band

- welcomed the American Veteran’'s Vietnam
traveling tribute to the new lock and dam locationthe river at Newburgh on July27
We were everywhere again that year.

Members present for a picture taken in 2003 were:

Pat King, Bob Buchanan, Elissa Bakke, Mike Filpiyant Taylor, David Motz, Jona
Witherspoon, Ed Ellis, Mike Dix, Charlie Dewig, Mi®ewig, Mark Taylor, Ted Gore,
Virgil Miller, Ray Arensman, Bryan Hartig, Jim Seensheim, Jim Bolte, Gene VanStone,
Carl Becker, Wayne Fiester, Jeff Middleton, MikadReg, Terri Schultz, Tom Rusche,
Dave Emery, Jon Patton, Mary Demotte, Tina Weddsngnk Book, Hugh Whittaker, Jo
Frohbieter-Mueller, Matt Shepherd, Anna Hartig, sahultz, John Powell, Bill Haas,
Jack Hampton, and Dave King.

We proudly stand on the old steps in downtown Negbun our striped vests and white
fisherman’s caps, with the band logo visible. $t&nd in the same place as a picture of
that old Newburgh band in 1910. Music is alive a&rsible in our little town, and is still
going strong 100 years later!
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Elizabeth Emmert

Through the years, the ODCB has had members camedt
walks of life. Very few of us are professional nuians, but,
of course, all of us love music. Band members hacleded
many teachers, band directors included. Bettg*Emmert,
my aunt, has been a valued band member for seyeaed,
after retiring as band director at Haubstadt Highd®l and
later Haubstadt Community School. This lady ipoessible

: o for the musical education of many of our presetlnEnd
members |nclud|ng me. She taught me to playakdars1962! Liz also drove a truck
cross country in her varied life and raised sixdren to be teachers, five of them band
directors! She currently has many private studentsaried instruments and directs the
children’s choir at Saints Peter and Paul churddanbstadt.

Recently widowed, and despite a couple of heaatlkst she never misses a rehearsal or a
performance, and plays first clarinet in the ODCRunt Betty came to play with us the
evening of the day that her husband died becausandemusic, are her comfort. | think
that says a lot for the band, and for her love o§in

ODCB members come from all walks of life. We aoetdrs and nurses, social workers
and pharmacists, teachers and postal workers, egrgiand electricians, architects and
businessmen, lay ministers and even a priest. Werdinary people, but always
interesting people, because, despite all our diffees, we love music. Our tastes
certainly vary: Some of us like pop music, somaére stuck in the 60’s or 70’s, or even
the 40’s and 50’s. Some love classical music ok eoa roll. Some of us are good
musicians, some are true professionals, some afeustill learning, and some never will.
Some of us are college students, or perpetual stsider still middle and high school
students. A community band is so many things, fmotre than anything else, it is an
opportunity for anyone who has the desire to plaginto rehearse every week with others
who feel the same way. It is the chance to shinaricudience, maybe a chance to solo, or
the choice to blend in and just be a member oéatgsrganization. Itis the chance to play
again in a band, maybe years after storing youn moyour mom'’s attic. For many of us,
it is an opportunity we never thought we’d have.
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2004

On Saturday, April 17, the highlight of the spriswgial
season with the ODCB was the wedding of our diredmn
Patton, and Tina Wedding at the Newburgh Preslayteri
Church. Jon and Tina had met while in the band,the
band helped them celebrate with a reception atf wha
then, the band house on the hill above the old lngkling
where we rehearsed. The town of Newburgh hadgige
. an upstairs bedroom to use to store music and issppk
well as the key to the house that was empty otlserwiVe
took good care of that old house for them, in metur
cleaning it completely of the accumulation of yeafreeglect. For Jon and Tina’'s wedding
reception, several of us worked for hours cleatiregkitchen and bathrooms, as well as
decorating the front room for the party.

Jon and Tina have gone on to start Patton Musiowntown Newburgh, a successful
music store that offers private student lessongedisas musical instruments, sheet music,
and all the stuff that goes with it. They now linethe country between Reo and
Owensboro, and have a son, Cory. Carmen, the ¢jitl who spent so many rehearsals
playing with Shorty the dog is now a teenager attls&pencer High School! The Pattons
have founded the Spencer County Community Bandickport and continue to provide
the area with wonderful music.

That old house on the hill, incidentally, has beeanreally nice vacation rental unit,
owned by the town of Newburgh. The band rentdarithe 4" of July celebration and
fireworks for the first time in 2010, and it wag@ol retreat with kitchen and bathroom
facilities that we’ll probably utilize again. Thewn has also renovated the Old Lock and
Dam Building and it is looking a lot better theseysl. However, by 2010 we have
outgrown it!

On May & of that year, 2004, the band
hosted what was billed as “The First
Annual Spring Hillside Concert” at the Old
Lock and Dam Park on the river in
Newburgh. Along with the ODCB and the
Little Old Dam Band, “O’Capella”, a
contemporary accapella group, The
& Emerald Society Pipe Band, a bagpipe
~ band, Rhiannen, a Celtic group, and the
Bend in the River Brass Band all provided
entertainment for an assorted group of

- - music lovers and passers-by. The
Newburgh Arts Communlty prowded some refreshmdmnis, if | remember right, it was
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very hot that afternoon and we mostly perspirecetirh other rather than for much of an
audience.

Memorial Day weekend found both the big and litiéends very busy. The concert band
played as it always has for the Rose Hill Cemetergmony, then the guys in the Little
Dam Band raced from the Weber family reunion partylidway, Indiana, back to the
Newburgh Presbyterian church for their Strawbeggtival that evening. We’ve always
seen that events fall into groups somehow, and deéroan exceed performance. But we
always try!

Mary Williams

Mary showed up this year with her saxophone to Bryant
Taylor and me, the lonely altos. She had joined th
Owensboro Community Band when Hugh Whitaker statteg
that year, and came along over the big blue briddgediana to
play with us in Newburgh, too. She’s been shaheagtalent
and her wit with us ever since. When Mary’s thémne,alto
section has too good a time! Mary has boughtdométed
many tunes to us and to the Owensboro Band, archweount on old rock band charts
and musicals to come with her. Grease and Thedilaes are two of her donated pieces,
much to Carl Becker’s dismay!

Mary remembers such memorable moments as the BRestade when we froze, but wore
the “peep bonnets” she concocted on the paradetficaugh downtown Newburgh. She
also came up with the idea for a unique lightirdhteque for the parades at the West Side
Nut Club Fall Festival every Fall. Ask Bryan Hgréibout that sometime. She figured that
we ladies could use some stick-on battery-opelaibts to illuminate our music, until we
decided that we’d just be illuminating our own feedtead! We DO have a good time,
even if we are a bit rowdy, in the sax section!

We can always count on Mary to bring an old matwar along with her to rehearsals and
concerts; Hugh, now that Al is gone, rides shotfgurer on their trips from Owensboro.
She and Al always have seen that Hugh gets toipeantrecent years, and I, for one, will
always be grateful to her for that, because shgbier own joy along as well as Hugh'’s.

Incidentally, when she dies, Mary wants to be shubtof a cannon while the ODCB and
the Owensboro Community Bands together play th&21@verture.” We’'ll see, Mary!
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On June Y six members of the Little Old Dam Band, and 4 sesymade our way to
Newburgh, England, to help that little village detate its 708 year as a chartered market
town. Jon and Tina Patton had planned on makiedrip with us, but Jon developed
serious eye problems that kept them from joining Mge were thankful, along with them,
that he kept his vision and recovered his healthoagh we missed them on our journey to
the old country.

It needs to be noted, | think, that never has tlieB@am Community Band paid anyone for
playing or conducting. No one has ever been cosgied for participating in the band,
and trips like the one the little band made to Bndlwere paid for entirely by the
participating members themselves. We may havehakpensive personal trip, but were
rewarded in so many other ways, and have alwaygprigileged to have represented the
band and the town of Newburgh on that wonderfusybracation.

July 4" brought the fireworks on the river and our anrfireivorks show at the old lock
and dam site. That July also featured the Lidlik Dam Band playing for such varied
venues as the Folsomville School Reunion, a “balat’$or the Newburgh Arts
Community, and several church homecoming celebrsiiio the area. On July 2&his
little group traveled to Indianapolis to play iretlobby of the Indiana State museum.
Once again, this small Dixieland band helped renmdiana residents that music is alive
and well in our pocket of southwestern Indiana.

Back in Newburgh, the ODCB again sponsored BantddreSept 11 and 13, this year
spanning two days and featuring many more aregpgro@®n Saturday, the show featured
“O’Capella”, the Rhine Valley Brass, a group ofdgats from Opus One Music, and the
Little Old Dam Band. The Mt. Vernon High Schootdd&nsemble started Sunday
afternoon off, followed by Reitz High School Jazard, and the Christian Fellowship
Praise Orchestra. At 3pm, the Revolution DanceStodhp Ensemble from Providence,
Kentuckyy entertained the masses with an exciterfopmance. The Bend in the River
Brass Band once again helped us out, as did a rawp galled “De Ja Vu”. And
Newburgh’s own Old Dam Community Band rounded betdévening with a rousing
performance.

We have tried, sometimes unsuccessfully, througly#ars, to bring entertainment and
music to the Newburgh area. Dan and membersedBtard have always envisioned a
real town spirit and perhaps an entertainment véyusur beautiful Ohio River. We've

yet to reach that goal, but | hope it still gleassosnewhere in the future.

26



Dan Schultz

Dan is the founder of the ODCB and, in all respetis

| glue that holds us together. This man had an idea,
start a community band, and he thought it out aadem
it happen. This is how Dan lives his life. Whafier a
life of working in manufacturing, during which he
obtained a couple of degrees in engineering, and
married and raised two daughters, he found himself
divorced and jobless in his early 50s, he reinwénte

§ himself as the Village Tinker and the presidena of
band, not to mention finding and marrying me!

Dan was born and raised in Evansville and stariay g
the tuba in grade school at Delaware Elementargreythe
says, he was late getting to the first band pracit
handed the only instrument left, the tuba. Danked his
way through high school and joined the Navy inléte 60s,
ending up with Navy Intelligence in Scotland, whbe
joined the local town band in Montrose, for somegjtio do
on Tuesday evenings when he was not on duty. 3&me
years later, he would take me back there and wedfthat
same town band, under the direction of the samd ban
director, still practicing at the same locationtba same |
evening of the week. When we walked in off theedt that &
director... James Eastman... took one look at ussartj
“Well, Dan Schultz! Where did you go?” Becausdisf
father’s unexpected illness and death, Dan had fezeed
to return home all those years ago without saymadgye. Since Dan had been the only
‘US Navy boy’ who ever played with the local batttht director remembered that boy
Dan had been, even down to his name and the instruine played! What a memorable
trip that was for us.

Dan and | met through a dating service with therisvdle Courier, the precursor to
today’s E Harmony.com, | guess. He had dated doziememen, but | was the last, and so
| have always felt chosen by a very special mannWeed into the house he had built
years before in Newburgh, and started our life tiogyebefore the band. We were only
married a couple of years before he decided weatkeulisic to make us even happier! So
he started the band.

I have learned through these years that Dan hasyamique way of doing anything he
sets his mind to do. He gets an idea, then thabkait it for days or weeks, during which
I've never been quite sure what he’s up to, andpéxactly how he’s going to do it. Then
he does it. And, almost always, he does it well.

He started his own business as the Village Tinlggrairman of musical instruments, when
his career in manufacturing in the automation itigusose-dived in 2003 and he found
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himself non-hirable because of his age. This jpahmade himself over. He thought it
through, investigated the repair business, and rtdule own. He is now regarded world
wide as a leader in tuba repair and knowledge Isecatihis presence on the internet and
several web sites.

We plan our vacations around music events, goirgptwentions with the Association of
Concert Bands around the country, or just takingimstruments along in case we see
someone to play with. We arranged a 3 week tripabifornia and northwest Canada and
back by car a few years ago, planning the whabeatround the rehearsal schedule of half a
dozen bands around the country. All Dan did wasgdine, put out our suggested route,
and we had about 20 bands who invited us to comewaith them for an evening! What a
fantastic vacation idea! Sightsee during thea&y play with local community bands in
the evening. | highly recommend it. As Dan sa&y¢e could just sit around and watch TV
in the motel room!” ... Or we could meet interestmgsicians from all walks of life all
over the United States and get a chance to pldyallisorts of folks.

Dan works daily for the ODCB, and | doubt if anyusfknows how much time he puts into

it. The band exists because of all us, but isrsihoothly along because of Dan. Sort of
like my life. Thank you to that special man whokesiit all worth while.
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2005
Jim Fox

q This year brought Jim Fox to us as our new barettbr. Jim had
e | recently joined the band, playing euphonium, and avéine musician.
Multi-talented, Jim was also a psychologist anddinector of the
choir at the Newburgh Presbyterian Church, whesenltie is
minister. By this time, Jon Patton was newly nealand had moved
to the Spencer County countryside. Under Jim'safion, the band
started playing some new music, and all of us rebex especially the
first time we tried “The Incredibles”! It was indaible, all right, but
eventually we did get the hang of it, and we stitasionally play it

today.

Jim also introduced us to tunes such as the “BBrethers Review”, “American River
Songs”, the “Chicken Run” (remember that one, gugs® to John Williams. We were
definitely playing more sophisticated stufft Muchthe music he introduced us to then is
still in our active library today.

This is the year the band
purchased our parade
& trailer. We tried it out for
the first time on June 11
for the Newburgh
Summerfest parade. On the
trailer that day were Wayne
Fiester, Hugh Whitaker,
Steve Pitt, Tracy
McConnell, Pat King,
Kathy Parker, Frank Book,
Anna Hartig, Rick
Williams, Mike Reising,
Carl Zimmerman, Mary
Williams, Virgil Miller,

b g A Terry Bailey, Janet Pirtle,
Bill Haas, Ted Gore and Nance Fiester. Dan wa#{edgside with his sousaphone.
Luckily, the parade route was short! Jim Fox ctied from a perch at the back of Jim
Sermersheim’s Lincoln Navigator. Jim Fox is a tity, and everyone was a bit nervous
that Jim Sermersheim would buck him off a couplérogs.

Parade riding carries its own set of rules andafiieh risks. We learned to rig lights up so
we can see our music during the West Side Nut @igiit parades. Dan found out that we
need a back-up battery to run the lights long ehdaget us through the whole route. We
learned to at least try to catch our breaths omeewhile. We learned to tape our music to
the backs of the musician sitting in front of usdngse there’s just no room for stands as
well as people on that trailer when it’s full.
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Jim Sermersheim drove his Navigator to pull ouagartrailer in every parade we were in
through November of 2010 when he underwent heagesy. He almost lost the lot of us
after the West Side Nut Club Fall Festival parade ttime when he, obviously, forgot
about the rather fragile load he was pulling... heggn folks sitting on folding chairs on an
open flat trailer! We went roaring through the 3/8ide at 35 MPH with all of us hanging
on for dear life! Luckily, Jim Fox had gotten iiths to ride back to our cars, or he’d have
landed on a lot of people that evening. Who s&ysdoin a parade isn’t fun? Or
adventurous?

On February 19 of 2005 the Little Old Dam Band plhyor the first time at the
Evansville’s ARC fund raiser, “The Really Big Shawield in The Centre. The guys
played in the lobby, as they have every year sittcentertain the audience as they
gathered for the show in the auditorium. They vwsar@opular that they delayed the start
of the show that year while a large crowd waitetigar their last tune. From then on, the
band learned to stop playing a few minutes BEFOREvgime! By 2011 the band has
graduated to the stage and will play there foffitiseétime instead of in the lobby! Way to

go, guys!

During 2005, the LODB played a total of 18 shows,
including its 108 show since its founding, from nursing
homes to charity fund raisers, from cruises on the
riverboat “Spirit of Jefferson” to car shows andahba
openings. They played that year for th& $@edding
Anniversary of Bill and Cookie Haas and for theidun

. League of Evansville’s Holiday Mart fund raiseAs

& usual, this remarkable Dixieland band was the sofac
much of the donated funding for the ODCB, as well a
prowdlng an enormous amount of exposure and piplicAnd these guys have fun, too!
Looking shazzy in their straw boaters and sequusstls, they play great Dixieland tunes
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and sing-a-longs such as the ever popular “BackédAgain in Indiana” and “Waitin’ on
the Robert E. Lee”. Wayne Fiester provides thdience with song books so everybody
knows the words, and some of the folks at the ngreomes can belt it out with the boys.

The ODCB performed 17 times during 2005, includn@hristmas concerts at various
locations! We played for the Evansville Arts etPark and for our own Spring Concert.
We took the parade float out twice, and played easdor the Strawberry Festival at the
Presbyterian Church in Newburgh and for tfeofiJuly festivities, where we nearly blew
away in a terrific thunder storm that outshownfirewvorks. The Christmas concert that
year was recorded for posterity with the followimgjiday tunes:

Do You Hear What | Hear

Let it Snow! Let it Snow! Let it Snow!
Sleigh Bells

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year
Carol of the Bells

Jingle Bell Fantasy

A Fresh Aire Christmas

March of the Little Tin Soldiers

Feliz Navidad

Jingle Bell Rock

White Christmas

On November 8, 2005, a huge tornado hurtled through parts ofEvidle and Newburgh,
killing 25 people in the area and destroying themée of 4 of our band members. Wayne
and Nance Fiester, Bryant and Joann Taylor, BryanRose Hartig, Anna and Laura, and
Don Ellis and his family all lost their homes tastllestructive storm that came roaring
through their neighborhoods at 2 in the morning #veul day. They all probably still
have nightmares, but, thank God, no one was sdyibust and they all have rebuilt their
lives. Dan and | were in Michigan on a businegswhen we got a cell phone call from
Wayne, who assumed we were at home in Newburgim@gsk if we were OK. We were
asleep in a hotel room and were just confusedwhet he was frantically trying to ask us.
Our home was not touched, even though we live arigw blocks from some who lost
everything, but we saw the story on CNN the follegvimorning and were so horrified to
see what everyone at home was going through. Was terrible day for all of us, and
certainly worse for some of our band members. \Begte grateful that all of our good
friends got out from under the destruction withitfi@milies and their lives. Thank God,
life (and The Band) goes on.
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2006

The new year found both the ODCB and the LODB kassysual. The LODB continued
its habit of representing the band in area evemtging from family reunions to library and
bank festivities to habitat house fund raiserdie uys even entertained Donna, the famed
Mesker Park hippo, for her 50th birthday party, @mias noted that Donna enjoyed the
music as well as her popsicles. A concerned mpitkéhe immediate vicinity harassed
the band with well-timed jeers, and a nice crowpyed it all.

The guys also played for the Henderson Fly Fislihdp, where they were fed chicken, of
all things. They played 28 times this year, inahgdseveral birthday parties for people
with no monkey to sing or hippo to smell bad. Téhgays will play anywhere!

The big band took the trailer out on three pardhissyear, including the first Newburgh
Easter Parade, which wound around a couple of bldolwn by the river on a freezing cold
day. Dan Schultz, Bill Haas, Ted and Rachelle Gdtgyh Whittaker, Bryan Hartig, Frank
Book, Carl Zimmerman, Dave McGill, Tracy McConn&/ayne Fiester, and Mary
Williams (who wore her Peep Easter bonnet, whigdtits best to get away) rode, with
Jim Fox conducting and Jim Sermersheim driving¢iwéng Navigator. For some reason,
in Newburgh, the parade is usually bigger tharctioevd watching it!

In June, the band went to Haubstadt to join ther8erfest Parade, which covered every
street in that little town where | grew up, windipgst almost every house with every porch
and yard filled with happy folks of German ancesmoying the beautiful day and the
parade. In October we were back at the West SideCNib Fall Festival Parade, slowly
traveling the few blocks on Franklin Street packatth more German West Siders than we
quite know what to do with! These folks do knoamnhto enjoy a parade!

Summer of 2006 saw 10 members of the ODCB trauwabtthern Ohio to participate in the
Northern Ohio Adult Band Camp at Ashland Universitin 2005, Dan and Wayne took
off on their own to spend the week at camp, stayirggdormitory and enjoying their time
at camp so much that they convinced a few more ¢d go with them in 2006. Adult band
camp is a little different than what you might renteer from those fun days in high school
when you spent hours on a hot parking lot learneg marching band routines. We spent
hours learning new music, but it was all spent erdon a nice rehearsal hall at a pretty
little university, and we had a wonderful time.
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Those attending The Ashland Band Camp that yeag ®ene Van Stone, Hugh
Whittaker, Mary Williams, Nance and Wayne Fiesiegcy McConnell, Jona
Witherspoon, Ruthe Potami, and Dan and me. Sorus sfayed in a local hotel, but the
girls enjoyed a dorm room, sleeping under wet tewelstay cool! We all thought we
were going north and it wouldn’t be quite as haot &srned out to be. Since then, Mike and
Mary Ann Decker have gone to Ashland every yearrapdrt that it’s still as wonderful as
it was that first time. There are other band caegecially for us grown ups around the
country and, if you haven’t ever gone, you showdsider it. Believe me, you learn a lot
from experts in a very short time! Plus, we hagbad time doing it.

The ODCB, and, of course, the LODB, have alwaysy=y playing for area nursing
homes and retirement villages. Our concerts késide Manor and Atria and Solarbron
are always looked forward to by us and, we suppmsehosts and audiences. There are
always nice crowds and people who appreciate o & music: people to sing along and
clap to the beat: people who remember how to ta tbes to big band sounds and Sousa
marches: people who are our friends and neighdrmaisvho, like some of us, are getting
older and only better. They are our biggest suepoand we usually have our biggest
band turnouts for these events because of them.

Starting about this time the big band performedtfierfirst time at the new Ohio Township
Public Library, sponsoring our own concerts for plublic in this beautiful new facility.
We have seen our audiences grow larger at evegecoas word gets out that we actually
sound pretty good, and we certainly appreciatdilbhary for allowing us to have these
concerts almost every month in recent yearss dtgood venue for us: large enough for
our growing numbers and our growing audience, beglough for even old eyes, set up by
the nice maintenance staff: and free!
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2007

Carl Becker

This is the year that Carl Becker took over thebdtom
Jim Fox who had taken on a position that requiiedtb
be on call and not able to attend rehearsals eguar
basis.

Carl Becker plays F horn with us now but held theoh

for a year or so until we wore him out. He sayplags
now because he wants to keep going, and advisatos
LT keep practicing and always try to improve, a mbo#o
certalnly trled to drill into us every Tuesday rtigh2007! I'm afraid we defeated him for
the first time in his professional career!

Carl started off on the trumpet at age 11, and3was playing professionally for local
dance bands for $5 a night. (Yes, per gig. 3&fur$5!) He played with the Glen
Gregory Band, Jackson King and Martin King Orchaesstthe Ted Weems Band (which is
where Perry Como got his start), the Red SkeltamdBand the Red Wick Orchestra,
among others. He played in the Third Armored DonsBand from 1951-1958, and his
solo in Trumpeter’s Lullaby was recorded by RCAtdrcduring that time.

This music educator taught locally at Plaza Parklaodge Schools, as well as Mater Dei
HS, before moving on to Brownsville, Texas. Heéled the world with that high school
band, touring Mexico City and most of Europe, adl a®attending the Chicago
International Band and Orchestra Clinic. This baret Carl’s high standards!

In 1991, Carl and his wife moved back to Evansvdleetire. So, now, instead of directing
a great high school band, he’s playing in the ODBB,Bend in the River Brass Band, and
the Christian Fellowship Church Orchestra and BrBend. He travels twice a year to LA
to hear “good jazz” and avoids pop music at altglodHe’s a modern jazz fan and tolerates
good symphonic music. Why he tolerates US is at@nysbut, when music is in your
blood, you'll play anywhere! Carl is the best ewde of this phenomenon that | can think
of!

Carl appreciates good music and good musiciansmemy times we had discussions at
rehearsals about what constitutes either. Thismaamever compromised his principles
and will probably never enjoy newer pop music, eited the band through fifteen
concerts that year, as well as weekly rehearsatswe appreciate his loyalty and his
leadership and his willingness to put up with us.
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Our first concert in 2007 was on
April 17 at the Ohio Township
Library, where we played for an
audience of about thirty.

On May 14, another concert was
co-directed by Joseph Choi, the
director of the Owensboro Youth
Symphony, as well as choir director
... of the Eastminster Presbyterian

! 3 Church in Evansuville.

The ODCB played at the Rose Hill Cemetery Memdbday observance and then at the
Newburgh Presbyterian’s Strawberry Festival on K28, These full days have always
been a challenge as well as a lot of fun, sinceusk from one event to another on a
holiday weekend.

Many times, the whole cast changes, it
seems, and this day found us with two
directors, Dave McGill and Jon Patton,
helping out. Dave usually plays in the

trombone or baritone section, but he’ll

grab that baton in a pinch.

May 27", the next day, found a lot of us traveling to lohcPark Amphitheater in Spencer
County to play for a small crowd in a combined parfance with the Owensboro
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Community Band and the Spencer County CommunitydBdbdirectors for this
performance were Steve O’Neal from Owensboro, andRatton. The day was very hot,
but, then, so was the music! We played togeth#r aur neighboring bands many, many
tunes we share from our early folders, and it wpkeasure to get so many of us together
again. Several of us play in all 3 bands, at ledsn we can, and members of both the
Owensboro and Spencer bands have helped us aut@drts many times and are our
friends. But what a busy weekend we had!

Two days later we were at the Eastminster Preshytehurch in Evansville, under the
direction of Joseph Choi, performing in the sangtdar 150 churchgoers. | think after
that most of us went home and collapsed. Foucextsin such varied venues over such a
short period under four directors is a challengenefor us!

By late June, though, we had recuperated enoulgé b@ack on the road. We had our usual
“sold-out” concerts at Lakeside Manor and Solarbfotliowed, of course, by thé"%of

July fireworks show on the river in Newburgh. Wsoshad two concerts late that summer
at the downtown Evansville main library and at own Ohio Township library.

October found us in the parades for the West Sialeub Fall Festival and for the
Newburgh Halloween festivities. In November wefpened on the patio of a downtown
Newburgh café and were caroling on street cormegaily December. Christmas concerts
included the downtown Evansuville library, a comlre®ncert in Owensboro with the
Owensboro Community Band and the Spencer Countyn@omty band, and one
dedicated to our own Bill Haas at the Ohio Towngdhugary.

Needless to say, this was a busy year, with thesamrtganization participating in 46
concerts! The big band played 15 times, we rodparades, and combined with two area
bands for 2 more gigs. And the Little Old Dam Batayed for 26 shows!

That LODB! These guys were everywhere that yeam the SWIRCA ‘prom’ for senior
citizens in Evansville to churches all over thestate. From birthday parties to the ‘Smile
of Downs Syndrome Buddy Walk’. From the ReallgBhow to Santa Land.

On November 25, the LODB and the ODCB lost Bill Blaaho died at home after a short
illness. The LODB played its saddest gig for Bilthe funeral home, where his place was
marked by his hat and his tuba, the first Dixiedl&mneral in Newburgh as far as we know.

Several band members, in fact, thirteen of us, laen with the band since that first year,
2000. These musicians include Bryan Hartig, ViMiller, Jim Sermersheim, Bryant
Taylor, Mike Fillipi, Jeff Middleton, Frank Book, &e Emery, Wayne Fiester, John
Powell, and Ted Gore, as well as Dan and me. 001 2Tracy McConnell and Mike
Reising joined us and stayed. If you check thredb@ebsite today, January 2011, you will
find some 69 members pictured and the year theggbus. Many, many musicians have
come and gone through the years, leaving us foymeasons, and staying for others.
Every one of these people, old and young, whetteyr moved away or moved on, became
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ill or old, or, sadly, passed away, are all oterfds and part of our community. We thank
each and every one of you for contributing to thaad and enriching our lives.

These early, hardy souls especially deserve ounktha think, because we have been
through much together. Ten years, for one thidfithese early members, four lost their
homes in the tornado of 2005! Two... Jim Sermerstand Dave Emery, cannot play
with us presently due to illness and age. Bill Haas passed away. The rest of us play on,
coming to rehearsals when we can.

Bryan Hartig

Bryan is our trumpet/fluglehorn soloist who hastcibuted

his wonderful talent to almost every concert wesver
performed. He is an electrician by trade, butia thusician in
his heart and ours, trained on bass as well as Hdenand his
wife Rose, as well as their daughters Anna andd,chave
been contributing to area music for years, playjangveddings
and funerals and other events all over the trestahey helped

i found the Owensboro Community Band and play there
regularly organizing and maintaining their mudocdry, as well as performing. Through
the years, the ODCB would have found itself inad geiandary on many occasions without
Bryan and his trumpet and we appreciate his leagesnd talent and loyalty and
friendship.

I would like to acknowledge my fellow saxophoneygles who have been together for
these 10 years, too! Jeff Middleton, Mike FilliBiryant Taylor, and me. Sometimes it
seemed we never had a sax section, but we alwdydidn’'t we? When | was researching
this history, | remembered us floundering along stimes, doing our best with “Big
Band” tunes that featured the saxes. Sometimesioive of us were all we had for a
rehearsal or concert, but we were always therenilegas we went. Good for us.

When Ted and Rachelle Gore showed up their firshieg in 2000, | looked across that
concrete floor in the Old Lock and Dam Building aav my cousin walk in with her
husband. | didn’t know them well in 2000, but Relte and | had grown up two houses
away from each other, and | had known her all riey IWho would have known that, in
2000, we would become good friends again under diffgrent circumstances? Band will
do that to you! Dan and | feel so fortunate torddred and Rachelle among our very good
friends: these, funny, truly nice people who hedpaind up any party and add so much to
our lives.
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Mike Reising

Mike Reising. Here, again, is a phenomenon oksoiike
and | knew each other when our kids went to sctog@ther
years ago in Ft. Branch. And there he came inltioe at the
Old Dam building in 2001, complete with trumpeitle plays
~ the French horn now and keeps us all on our to#shis wit
and his personality, and, once again, is suchtaopaur lives
| now that we can hardly remember doing without hivhike
usually sits right behind me in band and his rhytmght
©on, keeping us all on the beat if we just listehito. His is
the first voice a newcomer will hear, welcoming ang to come play with the band!

Frank Book, Dave Emery, Jim Sermersheim, John RpWlyne Fiester, Ted Gore, and
Dan Schultz. What have we here but the Little Ddan Band!! The very core of the band
through these ten years. The men who kept ibgéither, both the ODCB and the LODB.
We know these guys so well, because our lives@metertwined after so many days and
evenings spent together, traveling to gigs all ekerarea and even the world. Their wives
and | are the groupies for the LODB, cheering fiar guys when no one else remembers
them over in a corner at an event, yelling withrgeae at other events who appreciate
them being there. We are all good friends andetigeiys together are a class act. Come
see them together and you’ll see what | mean. Tiheyhey like each other. And now
that two of the gang are laid up a bit, they tdleeliand to them in their retirement homes.
What a nice group of men.
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Most of these forever members have held officédéldand at one time or other. Virgil
Miller has been on the board and never missesearsél or a concert if he can, sitting in
the trumpet row wherever he’s needed, adding his la&nd of humor to the situation,
whatever it is. Tracy McConnell, of course, hasrbthe source of a lot of the band’s
funding through the years, serving as secretarychref cheerleader. Frank Book is
absolutely always wherever anyone needs him tavibte his friendly smile and quiet
optimism and wicked sense of humor, which comesui@n you least expect it.

Wayne Fiester

And Wayne Fiester. Our master of ceremoniese Th
leader of the LODB. Vice President since day one.
What can be said about Wayne? He, too, is avello
Purdue graduate, who happened to attend that big
university in the same years | did back in the 604&
marched in the Purdue Band, playing his trombose, a
he had at North High School in Evansville beforatth
And then he stored it in the attic and went on \kith

life until 2000, when he saw the article in the Geu
about this new Old Dam Community Band.

The first evening he came, he showed up at thé@tét and Dam
Building without his trombone, but turned around avent home
and got it when everyone was so glad to see higis been
playing ever since, anchoring the trombone sec®aohief soloist
and first chair (if we had such a thing). He usisspeaking ability
at every concert, entertaining our audiences wilkioifacts and a
few pleas for contributions, while we all regairr ahops between
numbers. His obvious level of comfort in this aejty makes it
fun for everybody, and he ramps up our concereswanfotches
every time he speaks, introducing soloists ancttbrs,
acknowledging arrangers and admitting mistakes rbgdiee band
in the previous piece played, and always hopingwleado better next time!

Wayne is Dan’s conscience sometimes, and theyqgifasach other well, balancing each
other and the band with their opposite personalitieenjoy seeing them together, because
they are such good friends and so very differemthecontributing in their unique ways to
both the friendship and the band. They're likeieratosm of us all: unique personalities
making for a special group.

Wayne also “directs” the LODB and is the spokesthane, too. We have had amazing
adventures in England and all over the States Wilyne and the little band, and with
Wayne and Nance Fiester, who invite us over faciels meals, knowing we don’t cook
but do enjoy eating! Thanks, guys, for that, asvdybur friendship...
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2008

The new year found the LODB busy again, playingast fifteen gigs that year. On
September 4th the guys played for the SWIRCA ‘sépi@mm in Evansville and
entertained a crowd on the riverfront on Septemfiewith the Newburgh Senior Citizens
Kazoo band. This kazoo band had debuted earitarthe ODCB on August 1?at the
Ohio Township Public Library and became an inskaint

The Aug. 13' concert was Carl Becker's last as our directahaaigh he still never misses
a rehearsal or concert playing F horn in the trord. We thank Carl for all those years,
and for all the wisdom he shares with us. He régdmought in an original recording of
the Sousa Band playing El Capitan at a ridiculgaeed! Who is the world does John
Philip Sousa think he is anyway?

James leslie

By September 19 the band had its first open rehearsal
the library under the direction of James Lesl#ames
comes to us from Evansuville, where he first attende
Stanley Hall Elementary school before moving atbas
the states as an Army brat. He ended up backan&xile
at Bosse High School and then the University of
Evansville. He was on the Board of Directors fa th
Imperial Guard Drum & Bugle Corps in Evansvilletire
70s and played with the Salvation Army Brass Band i
England. He tells a story about casually dropjing the
Albert Hall in London where he came across an empty ™= :
rehearsal hall, and tried out a horn when nobodylaeking! You're all the first to know!

James came to us in the ODCB in 2007 and remerhixefsst rehearsal when Hugh
literally ran down the steps of the Lock and Danildng to get a baritone out of his car so
James could play. After that, he was here to slaynes agreed to help us out as director as
long as his health permitted, and we were so ltckyave this nice guy help us when we
needed him. That baton is hard on people, thoargthfoday James is back in the baritone
section. We all celebrated with James when heiesaBandie in 2009, and have
welcomed her when she comes along to rehearsalsozoerts.
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The Koch Family

Ray and Mary Ann Koch started driving from Haubstadplay with us in 2008, bringing
with them their kids, Alex and Andrew, who are Bdfimmert’s private music students.
Alex is a freshman at Reitz HS now and Andrew adieidgchooler at St. James in
Haubstadt. Mary Ann and Andrew play trumpet, Alle& flute. At first, Ray would drive
the family to rehearsal and sit and listen. Thene day Liz Emmert decided it was time to
teach Ray to play and instrument. She starteddRayBb mellophone and eventually he
‘graduated’ to F horn. He now plays with The Baodche can complete this “Trapp
Family” of musicians. These special people comestas a family and certainly
demonstrate what “family time together” can me&alow cool is that? Don't leave the
kids at home! Bring them along!

Al Barthlow

The Old Dam Community Band has been fortunate
through the years to have had many, many good
musicians play with us. But, perhaps, Al Barthloas
been one of the few real professional musiciansito
us. Al hails from Owensboro, Kentucky now, but was
raised in Evansville, learning music at Delaware
Elementary. His teacher was Albert Venneman, a
German expatriate from WW!I who told the young Adtth
he would never play trombone because of an overbite
and too-short arms! But Al prevailed and was good
enough to perform for War Bond Assemblies durirggearly WWII years, playing with
the “Little German Band” and earning him early sta#s a true ham.

Al went on to the old Central High School under direction of Burnell Smith (our own
Jenny Deters’ dad), Harry Hart, (Nan Baum’s dad}j Wesley Shepherd. He was
honored as “Mr. Evansville Teenager of 1948anckgithe trip of a lifetime to New York
City, with a suite at the Waldorf-Astoria. He remigers dining at Sardis, and “21”, and the
Stork Club, doing a national radio show sponsore@dca Cola and meeting famous band
leaders of the era while being escorted about tovimousines and dancing on the
famous Hotel Astor Roof. What a heady experiencafboy from Evansville, Indiana!
He, as others had, was already playing in dancdsaround Evansville, even though
under-age. He also was given a uniform and paigléying his horn for theInfantry
Division Regimental Band of the Indiana State Guahile still a teenager. This would
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later save him from Korea, since he ended up ir8#leArmy Band at Ft. Sills instead of
the infantry he had trained for.

Al played with Doc Stocker, Roger Kinkle, Ralph Gor, Red Asbell and other local jazz
men in the Evansville area. These men taught &dimngnd allowed him the opportunity to
be in the right place at the right time when Artskel, of “Castles in the Air” jazz band
fame, allowed him to sub for the regular tromboaisClub Trocadero. By age 19 he was
on the road with Chicago’s “Sugar Blues” band befoeing drafted during the Korean
conflict in 1951 and meeting his future wife in Mia By the end of that conflict, Al says
the Big Band era was dead and that dratted “Bileldand the Comets” ruined music
forever.

There was certainly no room for trombones in theedy rock and roll bands, so Al moved
his young family back to Evansville and worked &oortgage company for 25 years,
playing when he could, and moving all over the Médtv He and his wife moved to New
Orleans in 1981 to finally give him the opporturtityplay a little music while he still
could. And play he did! Al has recorded withd6l7 groups, played with the likes of Al
Hirt and Pete Fountain, and been music directoHtmry Connick, Sr. He enjoyed more
than 3 years with the Delta Queen Steamboat compaahylayed over 3 years with the
“Dukes of Dixieland”. The “Dukes” played Carnedall with the New York
philharmonic under the direction of Skitch Hendersand took Al with them all over the
world, playing gigs in Europe, South America, Camaahd Asia.

Al ended up back in Owensboro after a series dtih@aoblems and the death of his
much-loved wife, and, to our delight, ended upifigdus! Dan got a phone call from Al a
couple of years ago, after Al was given his nunasesomeone to talk to about playing in a
band again. Not knowing who he was talking to, asited Al to come play with the
ODCB in a concert at the library that evening. cAime, retrieved his beloved trombone
from his car, and surprised us all with the talemshowed that first night with us. The
trombone section has never been the same! WagsteFalways has said he thought”
who WAS that guy? “ Wow.

We have been entertained ever since. Al campédyl that trombone, and he blasts us with
his wit every time we see him. Forever the enteeta he now plays with the ODCB, the
Owensboro Community Band, the Hadi Shrine Templs8Band, and the Bend in the
River Brass Band. This man is 79 years old andit'ad through an era of music that most
of us can only dream about, playing with famousipiass that all of us have heard about
and wondered over. We are privileged to know yduand honored to have you in our
band.

| had written the above in early summer of 2010.
Al Barthlow died suddenly on July 27, 2010. Heddwth his boots on, so to speak, and

had been with us for band practice on Tuesday atidtiae Owensboro band on Sunday
afternoon.
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The ODCB, along with the Owensboro Community Bahd,Bend in the River Brass
Band, the Hadi Shrine Band, and the Owensboro SgniptBand performed a memorial
concert in Al's memory on Sept 11, 2010 at the moser downtown Owensboro. | hope
Al heard that concert and, in his newly acquiregedic state, didn’t criticize us too much!
We try, Al!

By late 2007 the band had developed a venue problEme big band had always rehearsed
in the Old Lock and Dam Building, and, even thoitgh a big concrete and brick building
with terrible acoustics, it served us well for ‘Ay® Aside from the acoustics being bad, it
was often too hot or too cold, but the town hadvedld us to use it every Tuesday evening
at no charge. Now it was to be renovated andasedito everybody for the duration. Our
Board of Directors looked at other venues, sudh@sew Newburgh Town Hall, but none
were really available on a regular basis. The Newl Kiwanis club offered us the use of
one of their meeting rooms in their new buildingdaehearsal hall, and we took them up,
gratefully, on their offer, where we met weekly éofew months.

The new room was not really set up for what we adethough, with a low ceiling and
limited space. Dan purchased and installed acopatels on the walls but since we were
growing, we had to find a venue more suitable e all went deaf! We utilized the
Ohio Township public library during this time, aglst once a month, for what we called
open rehearsals, where the public was invited tchwas rehearse in the combined
meeting rooms there. And then, in 2008, Jerry Reéfered us the use of the then Castle
Junior High rehearsal room. Wow. We were finallya real rehearsal hall! Honestly, |
think most of us were flabbergasted at the diffeeeim how we sounded and how
“professional” it made us feel. We have settled/id to be a real band. Rehearsals are
actually real rehearsals where everyone works a@ehrning new music and the rewards
are great. Still, I don’t think we have sacrifiogar original principles for becoming more
professional, because we still have such a gooel éinband! And this, too, is so very
important to an adult community band. The “comityirpart, you know.
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2009

The LODB started the new year by playing at the @drigjver Health and Rehabilitation
Home in Newburgh for recuperating band member Ziartlmerman, who had recently had
life-changing surgery. They played the Really Blgpw again for ARC and helped Castle
High School alumni celebrate their'5anniversary, as well as ITT celebrate it§ 5arhey
helped ease ODCB member Mark Taylor’s father iméorety with its second Dixieland
funeral. They played again for all the area nur$iames, whose residents benefit from
their generosity on a regular basis.

Geniece Snow

_ If ever there is an inspirational musician storgnigce
Snow’s story is it. Geniece joined the ODCB whkea s

- moved to Newburgh to be near her son who was Very i
at the time. She brought her flute which she had
mastered so many years before, to us becausealt h
the band playing “Stars and Stripes Forever” at an
outdoor concert,. She joined the ladies in thetfrow,
adding her talent and quiet wit to the band. Wiithi
very short time, all that would change.

Geniece had rotor-cuff surgery on her left arm aad
recovering, although recently diagnosed with theesa
form of leukemia that had killed her son. Theteii
routine iron infusion in her right hand, she cootea a
series of infections that almost killed her. Shasueft
with a decision to undergo amputation of her right
lower arm, and, with it, lost the ability to plagrh
beloved flute.

This remarkable lady, though, did not lose heritghtib play music, nor her desire to
contribute to the band. She took up the only umegnt she could... the French horn... an
instrument she had played only briefly in gradeosth She took lessons, bought a horn,
and came back to us to join the guys and galsarthind row. She has a “modified” horn,
which surprises people sometimes when they segitie she leaves in the bell, but she
has the humor to go with it, and the guts and deteation to unpack her own horn and put
together her own stand, as well as driving hetsgliractice and going out to dinner with
the flute section or sometimes to “Archie and Clgtito celebrate another good rehearsal
with anyone who wants to go.

We in the ODCB are honored to have this truly écky in our organization. Geniece,
you leave us all humble as well as inspired. Ballig, if you can do this, we can surely
practice and perform as well as we can. We caep havwithout complaining about the
petty differences in our lives and abilities andspaealities. We can appreciate what we
have. We do appreciate you, as well as admire atodi thank you for sharing your
ongoing talent every Tuesday with us.
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Carl Zimmerman

Carl’s story, too, is inspirational. Carl is the
anchorman for the sax section, playing his tenor
down at the end of the row every Tuesday evening.
He also wails that sax with the Little Old Dam Band
all over the area. But, Carl also lost somethmg i
these last few years. He lost his leg, also to an
infection, and spent several months recuperatirgg in
rehab hospital and a nursing home.

Carl, too, is back with us again. And he, toeed
his life as we all should, with quiet enthusiasrd an
unfailing determination. So we thank you, too,
Carl, for sharing your talent and yourself withalisthese years.

The big band again had several concerts at the Gdhwmship Library and downtown at
the courtyard on the corner of State and Jennifgsmer Castle band directors John
Sakel, John Wittenbraker, Tom Listenfelt, Larryl&if and Jack Schernekau helped James
Leslie and Jerry Reese direct concerts that Spaingwe enjoyed their various styles and
learned so much from all of them. Those concdsts @acknowledged Jerry Reese as our
new director and the new Castle South Middle Schealur practice venue. What a
blessing both have proved to be. We thank thel€8&shool System for allowing us to
practice in their schools and providing these mogeactice rooms for us! We are really
“‘uptown” now!

Jerry Reese

MISTER Reese, as he is known around these paaisytone
younger than 40 or so... because he taught evegtheir
kids at Castle High School... came to us in 2008lgsent
directly from a higher power. He came to us tectiand
stayed to teach. This man is a marvel. Just iagbree who
has ever known Jerry.

Jerry was born in Sandford, Indiana, a little tgust across
the lllinois state line, and attended West VigohHg&chool

and Indiana State University at Terre Haute whereckeived his bachelor and master’'s
degrees in music education. He has taught atHPsim Indianapolis and Pioneer HS near
Logansport, before coming to Castle Junior High9i@8. After a couple of years there, he
moved on to legendary status as director of ban@sstle High School where he took that
huge band to class A state finals 9 times.

Probably everybody in this area knows Jerry in caqgacity or other, and surely most of
his students or former students, which includest afl area musicians by now, appreciate
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what he has done for them and for music in Newhutgé plays euphonium and loves
percussion, but his real specialty is writing an@iaging music. He teaches now at Castle
South Middle School, judges band contests all twerarea, and directs the Old Dam
Community Band!

Jerry and his wife, Chandra, who met when she iagautixiliary (flag girls and baton
twirlers) teacher, have a married son and live éavhiurgh. When Jerry gets up on the
podium in front of us on Tuesday nights with hisdmawe know how fortunate we are that
they ended up in our area so many years ago!

We appreciate this man at every rehearsal and @egfgrmance. Jerry is a born teacher,
and, as he directs us, he teaches us. | guesgdes us. | hope he does. Because we
certainly enjoy band with him at our helm. And get better as we learn from this
wonderful music teacher. Thank you, Jerry, fotheaed every rehearsal.

2010 Band Birthday Party our 0!

60 members present!!! An all time record! Rehalansas directed by Jerry Reese at the
South Castle Middle School band room, and followg dessert party in the school
cafeteria.

Members present included:

Flutes: Tracy McConnell, Pat King, Sharon Reinékemmer Aulich, Alex Koch, and
Sandy Rawls.

Bassoon: Jenny Deters.

Oboe: Carla Martin.

Clarinets: Frank Book, Betty Emmert, Kenny Chgauvary Ann Decker, and Marsha
Wines.

Saxes: Fred Hormuth, Mary Williams, Terri SchuBzisty Smith, Sandy Miller, Mike
Filipi, Jeff Middleton, and Sandy Caputo, and Bry&aaylor.

F Horns: Mike Reising, Elizabeth Fooks, Carl Be¢gk&eneice Snow, and Ray Koch
Euphoniums: Dave McGill, Steve Pitt, Terri Palntéugh Whitaker, Gene VanStone, and
James Leslie.

Trumpets: Bryan Hartig, Mark Taylor, Virgil MilleMary Ann Koch, Andrew Koch, Flyn
Dunbar, Jon Patton, and Mike Decker.
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Trombones: Wayne Fiester, Pete Venstra, Mark Myard Roy Doris,

Tuba: Dan Schultz, Mike Koehne, Jim Hadley, Jeffs¥i&dl, Charlie Dewig

Percussion: Ted Gore, Rachelle Gore, Nance Fiektanne Johnson, Jerry and Shirley
Tenbarge

And... of course... our director Jerry Reese.

Pictures taken that evening, and a short phon@yide

. show Hugh Whitaker dancing with Sandy Rawls, a
tradition they’'ve established this winter. Hughybe

on oxygen most of the time now, but he can stilia!
And so can Sandy, with her wardrobe of cowboy hoots
and her husband Jerry. Jerry, incidentally, hertest the
nice habit of being the doorman at our concergingr
people to contribute generously by handing rourd th
money jug, as well as the programs.

No one at that party could help but see the social
organization this band is. We have such a good tim
together! New members and long time members, young
people and old people, people from so many
M backgrounds and making their livings doing sucledie
. things, people of so many different faiths and chas;
©.:. there we all are together making music. Through th
I+ years, we have seen many, many talented people come
~  join us, and we have seen a few leave us for variou
reasons, but | think we have benefited from every of them. | hope that they have
become better musicians, or at least had a betterthan they had otherwise in their
musical lives. | know that Dan and | are beteoge because of every one we have metin
any way with this band. Our lives are enriched exating and we look forward to every
Tuesday. Because Tuesday evening is band nigbthaMe had ten years of Tuesdays so
far, and, hopefully, will have tens more. How pieged we are to know all of you.

I hope this band is good for all of us. For onereng a week, at least, we can come to
rehearsal and forget everything else. For a coofpt®urs we can just make music. We
can talk to people who know us in this part of lotes and laugh and listen to their stories.
We can forget for a little while the tribulationsdaily life whatever they are. We can get
out of the house, forget the TV and the cell phamne the computer, and go back to doing
what people have done for thousands of years: mmaiséc with their own talent.

Many times after rehearsal on Tuesday nights, virmae the good times at Archie and
Clyde’s, a pizza bar in Newburgh Plaza. Everyisraways invited to these informal
get-togethers, and the good folks at the restaadaratys save us a few tables and look
forward to the Band showing up.

Other times, the ladies in the flute section ingitgyone who wants to meet for supper at
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various restaurants in Newburgh before reheai®ah and | always throw a
Christmas/New Year’s party for the band on the $iay between the two holidays, and
the “Dirty Santa” gift exchange has proven a re@nsr. Various band members have
hosted parties at their homes through the yeadswéuo can forget the party at Jo
Frohbieter-Mueller’s that special Christmas? Tbene of that musician and artist in
Evansville is a mirror of itself and was a treatddl of us, as was Jo.

Nance and Wayne Fiester have thrown a Labor Ddyeloaie a couple of times. Of course,
that time of year can hustle a party indoors iayhif a thunderstorm shows up, too! The
band members have even hosted a wedding receptidellbw musicians, and,
regrettably, attended and played for a few funetats

There are so many people | want to acknowledgegbom, in this account of the band.
Early members who helped get us started: pedg@eléff Westfall, our first director.
Larry May, Jon and Tina Patton, Jim Bolte, who clied for several months. Jim Sultter,
Dave King, Ray Smith, Tom Rusche, Jo FrohbieterdMueglona Witherspoon, and Ruthe
Potami. Young people who played, or still playour band: Anna Hartig, Matt Shepherd,
Ashley Cooper, Alex and Andrew Koch, Sam Milam zBbeth Fooks (who, now that
she’s 21, no longer qualifies as a “young persbgtiess! Sorry, Beth!). And all those
people who come every week now to rehearsals: Ipdigp Mark Taylor, Mark Myers,
Sandy Rawls, Nana Baum, Jenny Deters, Sharon ReiRak King, Marcia Wines,
Summer Aulich, Charlie Dewig, and Roy Dorris. Pedike Steve Pitt, Gene Van Stone,
Terri Palmer, Jim Hadley, Joanne Johnson, Petetk&er@nd Jerry and Shirley Tenbarge.
Carla Martin, Dan Wheelock, Dave McGill, Dave Gaitl, and Sally Hill. Fred Hormuth,
who sells shirts for the band when he isn’t onBbeard or playing alto beside me. Faril
Bunner who plays one magic French horn when hé imsaking Jerry look very short on
the podium. Flynn Dunbar, John and Megan Lenox, Okler, Mike and Mary Ann
Decker. Ray and Mary Ann Koch, who bring their fanto play together every week they
can! And, of course, all those whose stories Ehaed to tell.

| want to acknowledge, again, all our directorktradse men and women who have taken
up the baton to try to direct a sometimes-unrulydp@nd who tried to get us to play
something resembling music. These people inclatfé\lestfall, Jon Patton, Jim Fox, Jim
Bolte, Elizabeth Emmert, Ruthe Potami, Hugh Whitakeve McGill, Carl Becker,
James Leslie, Faril Bunner, and, of course, JRegse. We have had many guest
conductors through the years, including Joseph GXifved Salvia, John Sakel, John
Wittenbraker, Tom Listenfelt, Larry Eifler and &&8chernekau. There are probably
some I've forgotten, but none that we’ve not apjated for not throwing that baton at us
for some deserving reason. Thank you for beinkjrsd and teaching us so much.

For every person I've named, there are some I'vgokben. To every one of you, | say
thank you. Every person makes a difference idifeyand everybody has contributed so
much to the band. It would not be the Old Dam @amity Band without all of us and we
should be very proud of that. | certainly knowattham.

This “book” has been a labor of love for the firsal band I've ever played in since high
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school. I know how much I've learned from this expnce, both musically and socially.

I know it’'s heavy on “people stories”, but, themistis what we are. A bunch of real people
getting together weekly in a social group to makesien Wow. Tell your friends. That's
how we’ve grown to be what we are today.

Ten years of Tuesdays so far. Decades more te.contook forward to it.

Terri Schultz

The Old Dam Community Band early 2011
Get the WHOLE story by visiting The Band’s webstéttp://www.olddamband.com
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